
 
A lack of affordable housing options means children may be exposed to unsafe 
housing or even may experience homelessness.  
As shown in Table 1 below, 531 children in Ulster County public schools 
experienced homelessness in the 2020-2021 school year.  

Homeless Students in Ulster County School Districts-Table 1 

School District Total (Unduplicated) 
KINGSTON CITY SD 184 

HIGHLAND CSD 47 
RONDOUT VALLEY CSD 58 

MARLBORO CSD 96 
NEW PALTZ CSD 13 
ONTEORA CSD 20 

SAUGERTIES CSD 39 
WALLKILL CSD 7 

ELLENVILLE CSD 67 

TOTAL 531 
Source: NYS-TEACHS.ORG 2020-2021 

Most children who experience homelessness in Ulster County are “doubled up” in 
a relative or friend’s home, and a smaller portion live in a hotel or motel or live in 
a shelter.i While less common, some homeless children in New York may also live 
in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, train stations, or similar places.ii  

Children who experience housing 
instability and homelessness are much 
more likely to suffer from health and 
behavioral problems,iii iv move from one 
school to another, have poor school 
attendance,v be challenged to keep up 
with schoolwork and learning,vivii and have 
a higher risk of dropping out.      

 

 

Housing Stability for Children 



UNSAFE HOUSING CONDITIONS 

When affordable housing options are limited, households are often forced to live 
in substandard housing because it is all they can afford.  For children this often 
means home is an unsafe place where they may be exposed to toxins like lead-
based paint and asbestos, a leaky roof, broken windows, pests and rodents, non-
functioning heating or cooling systems, hazardous electrical wiring, and 
unsanitary conditions.   

The toxins that children are exposed to in poor quality housing such as lead-
based paint are known to cause developmental delays and permanent brain 
damage.viii Nationally, at least 4.2% of children who test have elevated lead 
levels.ix  Children of lower socioeconomic status and children of color experience 
higher rates of lead poisoning.x  Households with lower incomes often do not 
have a choice but to remain in a home even after children have tested positive 
for elevated lead levels.   

MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING BENEFITS CHILDREN  

Households that have access to stable, 
safe, and affordable housing are better 
positioned to live healthy and happy lives.  
A safe place to call home is a key part of 
giving children a strong foundation on 
which to build their lives.  
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